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SOME NEW BOOKS,

Morade,

The third of the volumes oo Roman Pools of
the Hepublle and Augnstan Age, planned by
Prof. W. Y. SzLian, Is allotied to Horace and
tha Kleglae Poets (Maomillans), This {s s post-
homous work, and was left uncompleted at the
atthot's death, Neveriheless, the chapters on
“ Horane and four chapters on the slegiac poets,
although they doubiless would have recelved
soma rovisjonal touches, had the author lived,
hind been written out continuously for the
. printers. The pages devoted to Ovid, on the
» oLher hand, represent only notes made for chup-
. gars which were Intended to be on the sams soale
an the others. Thess notes leave parta of the
I ‘ppbject untouched, the blograply of Ovwid,
for example, and his Iatwr poemns.  There
sliurteomings might Laveibeen made good
o esomie exteny by reprintiog the essay
on Ovld contributed by Mr. Sellar tn the
itneyolopedia Britannica. Hat, npon the whole,
It was thought better to add nothing except the
merely formal modifications needed to plece not
or arrange some of the more fragmentary pas.
pages. In the prescut notice we shiall pass over
_.$he sleglao poets and confine ourselves to two
or threo of the mors striking features of that
. part of the book. comiprising some 200 pages, In
| whioh the writinge.of Horace are dlscussed. In
the slx chavpteras devoted to this purposs, the
« Batires, Episties, the Ara Poetlea, the Epodes,
and the Oden are separately examined, and thelr
author, after the facts relating to hinlife have
boen set forth, is carefully consldersd in his
several capacition of Ironloal observer, morallst,
‘Iterary critlo, and Iyrical poet. It is the per-
nonal characteristics of Horace, as thess may
be gathered from his compositions, on which we
#nall ohiefly dwell. premising, however, Lhat, In
bin varlous works, we have plotures of himuself,
painted at different periods, insamuch as his
« literary activity began in 41 B, C., when he was
but 24 years old, and continued untll he died, In
¢ the year B B, C,only a few weeks after the
death of hia friend, Mmeenss. There ls, no
doubt, & certain amount of apparent discrep-
sney between these pletures. It ls hard to real-
" {ze, for Instance, that the author of soms
of the Epodes ia the same man who wrole
the first book of the Epistles, In trying to
call up to ourselves his persunal Appear-
ance, we muat take into mecount not only his
ironical self-depreciation—semper derisor, * al-
ways a mocker,” was his own comment on
himself- bot the outward changes which time
s produced upon him. Thus when he speaks of
bimsolf at the age of 40 or 45 as pinguem el
+ seitidum, beme curuto oute, ** fat mnd slesk, with
skin well groomed," and as corporis exigui, proe-
canum, “of slender frame, and prematurely
+ bald," and hints st his indolent and valetudi-
narian hablta, we do not easlly assooiate such a
figure with the enthusisam of & great lyrical
poet, or with the wreaths of flowers which play
so consplcaous a part in his convivial odes.
" %We can correct this ploture, however, by
- glimpses which he affords us of his appear-
ance in youth, of "the black halr clustering
. round his narrow forshead ' (s trait of beauty
in » Roman, as their busts ahow thas thelr
foroheads wore geperally low and broad), and
by the thought of Wan when his “soft
r mooenis and sunny smile” were welcome at the
banguet, and when |t became him to “weara
5 toga of delicate taxtura,” and to have his halr,
. after the fashion of the time * glistening with
» waguents." We bave to remember alno that,
{f it waas pot in his gracefnl youth that he sang
of love and wine, It was then, at least. that
he lived the life whieh he was after.
ward to reproduce in his Iyrical compositions,
' At the stage when 1t 1sa possible te know him
‘best—that I8, in the msatdrity of his productive
Bhiad lost, togéther with the grace and
adventuroas activity of youth, much, also, of 1ta
firo and pasalon: bat he regarded the loss aa
well compensated by the phllosophle mind
which years had brought and by the consclous-
. masaof becoming lenior of melior, * a kindlier and
botter man.” It Is atthis stage that one gains
the best imame of Horace, though It s posaible
« to trmoe through all the previous stages hew he
came to be what he then was.

b

L
Considered as a man, the Intelloctual quality

. which distingulahed Horsce above all his conn-

_ trymen waa his irony. We have already quoted
the comment on himself, which he attributes
to ons of the spsakera in his satires, This
frony is as conspicuons in his judgmenta and

ta about hi if as about other people.
He d14 not want to think himself, or to allow

! others to think him, better than, Ia his heart,
he knew himself to be. The perfest and almost
eynical frankoess with which Horace reveals

1 himeelf at once fnaplres confidence; and

this confiflence despens into a strong

1 convictionof the trath of his delineation of him-

self. If one has to qualify by subsequent re-
flection ths immediste impresslon of his tem-
per and character, derived from his writings, it

1 is by making that Impresalon more favorables te

him. From the ethical polnt of vlew the moat

.: marked characteristic of the man was his self.

dependenca. He judged of things for himself,

A and refused to measure what was good or evil
by the standards common among hls ecuntry-

. men. Agnin, while he thankfully enjoyed all
outward advauntages, his alm was to be Inde-

} pandent of them for his happiness. He desired

Li to regulate his life by reason, to introduoce con-

W ‘wistoncy inte his deaires and p Ita, to

3 know what be really cared for, and to Menis
| “tuls offoria to attain them. To “live for him-
] belf "—that, Is not to live in ss!fish {solation, but

\ 3 0 be true to hls own nature, to be what ho was

meant to be, and not to try to be or seem any-

thing else—and to be Independent of fortune.
waa the anm of his philosophy. This doctrine
was not learned from the schools, but was
wathered from reflsction on the experlence of
life. Bomethimg he bad learned from the
teaching of his father, who, although of servile

l origin, seems to have been s worthy, sagacious,

1 g aod plous man; something, also, from the ex-

5 ample aad precepts of such men as the sturdy

and thrifiy, yet genlal, Itallan yeoman, Ofellus,

: But the spirit of lodependence was Inborn In

r him. It may bs trasced In the mocount

i, -he glves of his way of lfe in Homs

and in the country. It may be seen,

combloed with the poetic Impules, In his
love for lonely rambles among the hills and

r woods, such us be describesa In the twenty.seo-

] ond ode of the first book and the thirty-Afth of

A the third, So far as Horace's cholee of & mode

of life was Infiuenced by books, It 18 to the res-
ord which Lucilius had made of his own life in
his Batires that Mr. Sellar would asoribe ene
at least of the foroes which moulded the char-
acter of the younger post. The attraction

" | which the satirist of the republic had for

the satirist of the Avgustan nge was per.

] sonal as well as literary. There s a

tone of aympathy with the man in the often-
quoted lines, lls velut Adia arcana mdalibus oltm

; oredebal libris, * He, In thas slder time, used to

confide his sserets to his writings, as one might

? to faithful boon companions,” It is pointed out

L by Mr. Ballar that all which {s kXnown of Lucil-

. fus from anclent testimouy and from the frag-

| ments of his writinga—hils self-criticlsm and his

| oritical attitade toward the world around biw,
¥ his lutimacy with the best men of hls time, his

love of Independence, his enjoyment of pocloty,
snd the pleasure which he found in withdrawing

: bimsell into “some quist haven," lis content-

Y ment and love of simple fare, his freedom from

1 all pedantry and asoetlolsm—sesms Lo be the

very counterpart of what Horace was In hiw

ordloary prossic mood. Whan Hornce says thut

Lie would not exchange his indspendent sase for

[ all the waalth of Arabis, he writes (n the aplrit,
i almost the tone, of Lucllius, Horace, indeed,

had none of the “flerce Indignntion® of the

slder sauirist, which resppesred, long wfter-
ward, under differont clrcumstancen, In Juves
mal. Nor bad Luciliue soy of the (ngeni benigna
vena, * Talent's kiodlier veln," which was the
chief endowment of Horace, Butin their ordi-

Bary tastes and habits there ssoma (o have been

& real affipity batween the frisnd of Mwoenss

aad the friend of Belplo and [ellns,

.
As & matter of course, his resclute

oonvietions. We ses him malntain the attitede
In presence of both Mmoenas and Augustos
though ungradgiog In the expression of his
gratitude to the former and of his loyal ndmira-
tlon for thie Iatter, I1aspirit of self-reapsct and
nelf-possession enabled him to live on &n intl-
mate footing with many distingulshied contam-
poraries witliout Lelng abworbed by any of
them. Mo the same seif-polés shonld be
attributed  the fact that, while confess.
ing In & vweln of homorous eXAggern-
tlon to Innumerabla folllos, arising from
s love of plensure, in the earller Dpare
of his career, hs never, sa Catnllus, Tibul.
lus, and Propertine did, allows his happiness
and peace of mind to be at the mercy of any
one, whether man or woman, Ho, llkewlse, in
his sttitude toward the leaders of the philo-
sophieal sehool, be doss not, like Lncretlus, give
way to an excess of hero worship, but acknowl.
adigon alleglanes to no sclicol ar master. Ie
judges them all oandidly, and econfines himpell
to tuking from them ail what he finda trusin
hin own experlence, 'The only philosophical
tenclier by whom he seema personally attracted
{s the Cyrenmlc Aristippus, In bim Horace
meama  to recognize the same detachment
from allen inflitenoss  which  hs  recog.
nized In  Lneillus, and whioh he ecultl-
vated In  bimeelf.  Again, In  his arg
while knowing how to turn to the bast acoount
the masterpleces of Gresk lyrieal postry, he pro-
clalmn his own rellance on himaelf; Qui sl Adit
thur regit eramen. * He who has falth In himaelf
rules the swarm as a leador,” His success In
Art was due to the union of absolute trust In his
ewn powers with perfect kpowlédee of thelr
limitations. The same spirit munifested itaslf
in his contemplation of the ultimate mysleries
of human life. He ln na fres as Lucretlua from
the superstitions which disturbed the peace of
many of lils contemporaries. It is troe that
Horaee seems half to belleve in & power, un-

eontrollable by man, which determines
the dmatinies of iIndividoals; & power
to which he gives the varipos pDames

of Fortune, God, Jove, a power which glves
and takes away the bleasingn of 1ife, nccording
to Its own wlil or eaprice, regarded In different
moodns as a righteoun will or a mocking eaprice.
Bat, even of this power, ho clalms to be inde-
pendent, not, Indeed, for external goods, but for
bis bappiness; Sed patis est orare Jovem quae donat
et aufert; Det vitam, del open, mguum mi ani-
mum ipse parabo, ' Let it sufMce to pray to.Jove
for what he gives and takes away; let him glve
life, let him yive wealth, my gift to myaelt ahall
be & steadfast poul.” In the midet of all his
conteniment with his lot he never forgets
the inevitable end., Bnt he secks no comfort
ontside himself. He does not, like Virgll, mest
the thought of death, * the thought of inex-
haastible melancholy,” with the vagus hope of
a spiritoal life hereafter. e accepts the
thought of death with & recognition calmer, If
less lofty than that of Lueoretius, Like Mon-
talgne, ho sevmn to feel that the way to “fight
death” I8 to “disarm him of his novelty and
atrangeneas, to converse anil bhe famlillar with
hln," and that the * premeditation of death Is
the premeditation of liberty." He drawa from
this premeditation the lesson rightly to use and
wisely to enjey that which alone s At a man's
eommand, the present hour.
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The author of thess essayn would regard this
self-dependent sttitnde as the central quality
in the character of Horace and the chief source
of bis Intellectanl anid moral power. It In at
the same time, polnted out that this, after all,
explains only one slde of his nature. No writer
of whom we know so much through his own
work seems to have comblped in the same de-
groe the capacity of belng happy alone with ap-
titude for social life and keen enjoyment of It,
While the first characteristic was the condition
of hils lusplration, of his meditative hablt and of
his lMterary excellence, to the second he owed
many of the materials of his art, and also the
sanity of his genlus, the moderation and truth of
his Judgment, and bis iImmunity from tho wenk-
nesses and extravagance of the llterary i1em-
perament. Ils relations to poclely were deter-
mined by reflection as much as by Impulse. In
his Jonely musings he considered notonly how
he could be true to himself, but bow he shounid
be dulels amieis, ™ agreeable to hia friends.”” His
early admisalon into a social circls Inberiting
the traditions of a governing aristocracy—al.
thongh the son of afreedman, he was a milltary
tribune at Phillppl before he was 24
years old—implies the possesalon of some
great soclal charmi and the mnature of
that oharm™ |s Indicated mnot only In
the humor and garety of many of his writings,
byt in the manifold proofs, glven In his Odes
and Eplsties, of appreciation aud ideration
for othera, and In the evidence which ail his
writings aford of tact and good sense, of free-
dom from vanity and self-assertion. Iiis antire,
indoed, made enemles, and he was feared and
dinliked by those who felt themnaelves to be rx-
posed to It, But even the exorcise of this
facnlty wan reatrained in him by a high sense of
honor, Thers I8 no charge which he repeis
with more grave earnsatnesathan that of taking
pleasurs In hurting the feelings of others, There
is ne character which he describes with
such concentrated scorn as that of the slan-
derer and backbiter, Among the breaches
of honor which ho most strongly condemns
is the betrayal of & secret, and among
the gualities to which Le asslgns the high-
est pralse Is falithful sllence, He professen
to use bis natirie “sullus®™ only insalf-defence,
or against the ensmies and nuisances of noclety,
There |a no doctrine which he preaches with
more sense and good feellng than he doss that
of charitable Indulgence to the faults of our
friends, 1If ItInsafe toinfor what his conduet
was from that which he fervently aporaved,
the concluslon would be that Horace's relu-
tions with all thosa with whotn he lived on
terms of intlmaey—and they Included all
who wore best worth knowing In Homan
soclety—were regulated llke those of the
best men In our own day, by a high sense
of bonor, m tolerant tomper and s kind heart,
Traces of the same tempor may be found in his
relations to slaves and social inferiors, as in the
liberties which be nllowed Davuosto take with
him, in the Induolgence which he shows to his
overseor, his aympathy with the rustica Phi-
dyle, who may have been hin oillica, or farm
servant, and the kindly appreciation which he
expresses for his country nelghbors. Yet, while
Horace was a true friena, not even Mr, Sollar, to
whom he I8 Intensely sympathetle, professes
to recognize In him the Impuolsively affec.
tlonate nature which In the great attraction
of Catullus, There i & certnin degres, not, in-
deed, of the culdness observed In his love af.
fairs, but of reserve, In his every expression of
fecling, except toward one or LwWo parsons, 1ioine
bly Muweenns sod Viegll, He ln more ready to
sympathize with the signs of warm affection
Lieatowed on others than to clalm them for him-
self, Thus, for Instance, the ode on the return
of Plotlus Numida from Spain naturally sog.
Kesls aoowmparison with that of Catullus on the
return of Veraonios, But, while Catullus thinks
of his own Joy in  greeting his  friend
with the most unrestrained demonstrations of
affoction—adplictimaque coilum, Jucundiim os ey
loague suaviabor, * Winding my arms about thy
neck, 1will kisa thy dear mouth npnd eyes"—
Horaee piclares to himaelf Lhose proofs of af-
fection as bestowed un Flius Lamis, o dosrer
friend wnd » younger man thao hilwselt; Caris
multa sodolibua, nullé plura tamen dividit oacila
quam dutel Lamim, * To bis denr companiong
he awards many & kine, yet to nots more than
to delightful Lamin' Bo, too. in bis sorraw for
thnloss of Quintilios, hethinks more of the paln
which It will cause to Viegll thun of his own
palng Multls dite bonis Aelilin aeeidit, nulli flebis
Hor quam tibd, Firgitd, * Heo disn by many luod
men wepbl, bul wept Ly none more than by
thee, my Virwil" Sucliszpressions Mr. Bellur,
would exvlaln partly by Horsce's dislike Lo
makeany paratde of his despest  feelings, but
partly also by the epirit of renuncintion which
the poet showed In regard o worldly Lonors. Lo
wealth, and to 1fe Iteelf, As ho held that most
was to be got out of lifs by not valuing it too
mwuch, and most enjoyment from worldiy goods
by not caloulsting too absolutely on thelr por-
maneuee - Quanto quisque sl plura negaverit, o
s plura feret, ** The move any one shall have
denled himself, so muoh the wore aball he gain

from the gods“'—s0, even o Lhs higher blesaing
of alioction, Horace did not abauden himself

oo unressrvedly. He cultivated moderation,

mediocritan, In feoling, Just as hé desired the

rolden mean, or auren mediooritog, of station.
"‘

A farther polnt te be moled Is that, whils
Harncn peema to attach mors lmportance to the
practieal dutisd and the right management of
1ife than to literary fame, yet he undonbtedly re-
garded llterature an Lthe serions business of hia
life. The prondest fesling of his balng expressss
fteelf In the confident clalm to immortality
which be makes for hin Iyrieal postry, Of his
satires and eplaties, which have met with nearly
as much favor In modern times, lie speaks ale
moat alightingly aa undessrving of the title
of postry, and as llkely to be popular in
Rome only ®so0 long wn they Are
naw—Carus erls Home doneo fa deserel slan,
“Thon shalt be llked at Home till the lapss of
time alinll mage thes stale,” Yet, even in thhee
works which he seema to regard as intended
merely for the current age, and which ssem to
be the result of snoh easy workmanshin, Horace
atmn nt ecorrecting, both by precept and ex.
ample, the fashion of eareleascomposition which
had come down from rodsr times,

Horace undoubtedly falt, however, that the
great work of hislife waa to dlscover and make
perfect the vehlcle of exprossion for that vein
of lyrieal inaplration, spiritum Gratoe tenuem
Camenae, * the delleats spirit of the Greclan
miunse,” the first trace of which he finds in the
poetlo tanclea of his chlldhood, and of whioh he
muat have become more fully eonsclous through
the sympathetic atudy of the early Greek lyrio
poets, But a glftso exquisite and rare could not
be perfected, could, Indeed, hardly be kept allva
amid the bustle, distraction, and pleasures of
Rome. By aman of Horace's mocial tempera-
mont, the carser of n Iyrical poel conld
only be followed apart from the crowd
and amid the peace and beaniy of na-
ture; me pelidum nentua  Nympharumgue
levea cum Satyris chori secernunt populo, ** The
cool grove and the light-footed choirs of nympha
daneing with eatyrs deaw me away from the
crowd.” It is to the “streams among the or-
chards of Tiber and the thick folinge of the
grove' that he attributes “ his distinction in
Xollan soug.'" It Is around “the groves and
river hanksof Tiber" that, “1ike the Matine bee
sippiog the sweeta of the wild thyme,' he, with
unremitting toll and joy, moulded nis thoughta
and experience luto form and melody, It is in
thie same place, or among the Sablne highlands,
or In the cool I air of Pr e, or be-
neath the clear okies of Balae that he ls most
conunclous of his Inspiration; Vester, Canienae,
vester in arduous tollor Sabinos, ** It Ia when I am
borne along the Eabine helghta that I am yours,
yo Musea, wholly yours.,” That love of nnilure
which Ls one of the greatest charma in Horace's
lyrical art may be sald to be the condition of
its existence,

Two other polata remaln to be marked by Prof.
Sellar among the poet's personal characteris.
tlcs, aa Lhese are clearly deduclble from his
writings. The first is the measure of his taste for
plotorinl, pinatie, and glypticart, The Augnstan
ago and the age preceding It wore timues |n which
the Roman mind became ewinently susceptible
to the beanty of art in the varlous forms of
architecture, sculpture, .pictures, gema, cups,
and furnitore, The desire to possesa the most
precious works of art became a strong passion
among the richer classes, and the affectation of
connolessurship was apparently as common as
io modern times. Horace hits at these weak-
nesses In his Satires, and even professes Indif-
farence to the possession of such objects of de-
sire, and boasts of his own contentment with
the plain faroiture, the ** munda smijpeller ** which
stited hils means, We are reminded, however,
by Prof. Sellar that we nesd not. In thejcass of
Horacs, any more than io the caseof Cloero,
who equally condemns the extravagant devo-
tion to art, yet whose early letters to Altioos
attent his anxlety to adorn lis villas with tha
works of Greek artists, take thess professions
of Phillstiuve obtuseness ar ludicative of any
tusensibllity to the retining Influence of the
plessures of the eye. In the llcense which the
poel allows to Davus in the seventh satire of
the second book he seems to admit the enjoy-
ment which bhe derived from the plotures of
Pausias, who was famous for the minute per-
feetion and delicacy of hils workmanship,
There are passages, also, In his Odes and Epis-
tles which show appreciation of such delights,
though he will not permit them to disturb the
balance of his mind noracknowledyges that they
have an equal claim with the work of the poet
1o perpetuats the great gualitles of men. It
is, however, the form and workmanship of his
Odes which bear the most concluaive, though
Indirect, testimony to Lthe power whicvh art had*
over lils taste and Imagination. The mythology
of his Odes peomna In many cases to be trans-
ferred from tle figures on groups of the sonip-
tor or painter, and especially from engravings
on gems, which probably had the same atirac-
tlon for him an the minute art of Pausias. The
finished form and delicats workmanship, and
the clear, sbarp Imopresaions of Lhe Odes show &
power of rapresentation skin to that of those
namelesn artisia whose worka have come down
to un, ‘T'be power of musical sound, moreover,
equnlly with the power of artistic form, Las
pussed into his works, and 1t is In thelr aong
and musio that he flade the chief charm of
Tyndaria and Phyllls when be invites those
ladies to his Habline farm.

Y.

It is, finally, I bis love of booka that Prof.
Bellar conslders Horaco a type of tho finest cul-
tureof hisown or oy other age, Ifthe Augustan
poet reema to undervalue the older national it
ernture, thin s, we are reminded, because Lo
wis almost alune In fighting the cause of his
contvmpornries, Virgll, Varlus, and the rest,
sgainst the oritics who disparaged Lhe present
age ns compared with the past, lle evinces
novartheless, a true appreciation of the merits,
as well as of the faclts, of Ennius and other
writers of an eldor time, and his satires,
and oven his odes, shiow how deeply he
was {mbued with the style snd sentiment
of Terence, ns well a8 of Terence's mas-
ter. Menander. If he does nol name Luocre-
tiun or Cleero, he revoals that he was & student
of thelr phllosophy and thelr dlotlon: and, not-
withstanding his allght and spparently dispar-
nging mention of Catullue, he discloses hils ap-
preciation of him by oot lofrequent imitations
of ule language and tone, Itis, however, the
Jove of Greek llternture that especially distin-
gulshies bim. In poetry, alone among hia con-
ternporaries Horace digregards theAlexandrians
and goes back to the oldest and purest sources,

the dnlegri funles, 'unialuoted springs”
namely, Homer, Archilochns, and the
whole range of {ireek Ilyrical poets from

Alomus  and Sappho Lo Pindar and Blme.
nides. Am & oeatirist, he was & studemt
of the authors of the old as well as of the later
Greek comedy, of Eupolls, as well as of Menan.
der. In his atudles of moral philesophy, nlso, he
weemn Lo have gone back to the older writers,
and  professes Lo be a disciple of Aristippus
rather than of Eplourus. Itis Chrysippus and
Crantor rather than mors recont representa-
tives of thelr vlews who are quoted na the an-
thorities on the phllosophy of the Poroli and the
Acniemy. Am a critlo, on the other hand, he
svema to bave attaohed himself to the Alexan-
drians, who were in that department as strong
#a they were weak in the province of creative
lerature.

Apart altogether, therefors, from the artistic
charm of his workes and their pawer of bringing
back she life, and wmind, and spiric of & great
age In the history and development of elvilize.
tiop, the study of Horace brings bufore us a
personality of great human Interest which we
enh know as Intimntely an we can that of any
man of letters of recent tmes, The study alse
brings bafore us, sa has been sald, a repressnta-
tive of the best and purest lilerary and srtlstie
enlture. It would be o run couiiter to the spirit
In which he appeals 1o us to make him out wore
perfect or more earncst in character than be
has deploted himsolf. HBut, after all aliowsances
wre made for the love of pleasure nod for the
love of the great world which he does uot pro-
fess to conceal, for some messure of faliure in
the hignest enthusinem, and fdv obvious Hmite.
tlons, both In genlus and spiritoal life, we,
naverihaloss, feel that there (s hardly soy
writer of any period of whom we seem to he
able to make 80 fawmilias o friend, trom waof
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we oan learn so much In knowledgs of the
world, In manners, in otltare, In good senss, in
eonslderation for others, withont feellng him
o0 far removed from the sohere of our ordinary
1ife and amsociations.

in Massach

About all that {a generally known concerning
the reception of the Federal Constitution In
Mussnchusetts |y derived from the procesdings
of the State Convention, as thess nre sel forth
in " Elllot's Debatns," and from the comenents
thereon in Haneroft's * History of the Forma.
tion of the Constitution.” ‘There are other
sources of information in eontemporary docu.
manta, and (¢ Is high time that these shionld be
tarned to necount, This has now been done by
BAwumL Baxmisren Hanoiwe, Asslstant FPro.
fessor of History in the Indiana University, the
outcome of whose Investigations is published In
& volume entitled The Contest Over the Ralificas
Hon of the Federal Constitution {n the State of
Moamachustta (Longmaus, Green & Co). The
author undertosk the wopk while he was
connected with the SBemin of Amériean his-
tory and Institutions in Harvard University
duribg the years 1803.08, and he was impelled
to the Inguiry, he tells un, by & belief thatonly
through & more thorough sindy, than had been
hitherto made, of the Internal political history
of the Etates, during the Revelutionary Warand
in the pariod immediately following It, conld a
right underatanding be obtained of the subse-
quent party struggle In natlonal volitios, by
which the Interpretation of the Consilitution
was fixed and the scops and general polloy
of Lhe new Governminnt were determined.
The materinls usad in the preparation of

The Fedoral (- ]

this essay are grouped mwunder the fol.
lowing heads, namely, manuseripts in the
arohives of M husetts, temporary

pamphlets and pewspapers, the published
vorrespondence of man of the time, and the re-
poria of the debatea of the ratifying Conven-
tion. The report reprinted Iin “Elliot's De-
bates' was based on notes taken chiefly by
BenJamin Russell of the Massachusetts Centinel,
and was first published in that paper, The beat
edition of the " Massachusetta Debates’ waa
Issued In 1866, ander the authorization of the
Leglalature: here wo have not only the debates
na reported by Rusasell, but also brief notes taken
by Theopbllus Parsons, which are often of con-
siderable value in sapplementing and correcting
the former: the journal of the Convention ia
nlso Ineluded, together with patitions from sev-
oral towns concerning contested electinns and
the actions of committees thereon, We add
that minutes of the prooeedings of the Conven-
tion were alno kept by Jeremy Belknap: these
were published in 1888, and, though brief, are
often usefnl.

L

In an fotrodootory chapter, Mr., Harding
pointa out that by 1787 thers had arisen in
Mnsenchusetts a pronounced antagonism in
political matters between the upper and the
lower classos, By this antagonism which, next
to the confldence of the masses in thelr abilivy
to pass npon all questions of government, waa
the great characteristie of the period, s meant
something more than the Iatent hostility born
of envy, which frequently exists on the part of
those who have not s oonmpetence toward thoss
who bave, Thisundoubtedly was an elemant in
ita composition, but not the sole or the moat Im-
portant one, Fceonomie and political infla-
encea of [(ar greater welght entered Into
it, mand 1t was chiefly owing to thesa
that by the year 1747 the antagonism of
¢lasses hnd developed Into an earnestif nol a
bitter conteat botwoen the forces of aristocracy
and democracy for the control of the State
Governmont. lo the development of this con-
test, It was the democracy that had taken the
inltiative. The distruat of the upper classes
was partly a natural consequence of the growth
of the demoeratic spirit which accompanted the
Hevolution, but partly. also, it was the ontecomes
of spoclal causea, One of these catines in Als-
cernihlain the fact that so many of the profes-
tlonal men and men of properiy and eduneation
hisd elther remalned loyalists or glven but m
lukewarm support (o the measares of
the patriot parity; another causs was the
natural antagonism of interest between town
and country, between agricultural and com-
merclal sections; stilla third la to be found In
the sconomie and legal conditions of the times,
which, after thea conclusion of peace, spesdily
brought into wide dlsrepute one of the most
conapleuonselementsof thearistocracy, namely,
the legal professlon, It was the antagonlsia be-
tween town snd country, accentuated after the
war by the contrast between the poverty of the
farming reglons and the comparative luxury of
the maritimo towns, that made the removal of
the capital from Hoston & capital artiole of the
platforms put forwnard by the leaders of Bhays's
Rabelllon, and that helped to break down the
popular prejudice agsinst impost and ex-
clsn tnzes, this, In torn, leading to the at-
tempt to throw the burden of taxation on com-
merce, In 1780-87 opposition Lo the “‘over-
bearing power of oppresaive lawyers' had be-
coms even more widespread than the desire for
the ramoval of ths capital. There was much
legitimate ground for dlsantisfaction with the
administration of the law as it was conducted
al this time. Fres of all vorts were high, and
lmprisenment for debt was not only allowed,
but was of frequent occurrence. The form
taken by the movement for relief was two-fold:
Firat, to aboliah * the pernicious practice of the
law,” allowing each citizen to " support and de-
fond his enuse bafore any court of Inw, with the
nnme freedom as befors arbitrators,” and, sec-
ondly, to excltde lawyers from all oMzes within
the mifs of the people,

The result of the growing distrust of the
upper classon was to be seen In the change in
the character of the wen who, after the Revo-
lotlon, were Intrusted with office, This was
remarked by Juhn Adamas, opon lils return in
1788 from his nine-vear rosidence abroad.
“The constancy of the peools In & courss of
annoal elections,' he writes, ""has discarded
from thelr confdence almost allthe old atanch,
firen patrlots who condocted the revolution in
all the clvil deparimonta, and has called to the
helm pllpts muoh more selfish and much leas
skilfal,” The revolt which broke oot In the West~
ern eounties In 178A-H7 under Danlel Bhays,
and which was desigoed to coerce the (Govern.
ment lute granting thoe demands of the pepular
loaders, seems to have bean the last straw
which broke the Linck of the arlstoorsey and
goaded It Into reprisals. It was this wisloh
crystallized the existing class hostllity Inte
definite political opposition. A writer signing
himeelf ** Atticus™ In the Independent Chronicls
of Boston for Oct, 18, 1787, nndertakes to as.
nlgn the very moruent st which this orystalll-
sation took place. From the countermanding
of the order for Lhe troopa o go to Concord to
support the Court of Cowmon "leas in Septom-
ber, 1787, two parties, be sald, hnd srisen in the
Miate: First, * that of the populsce,”" whieh
tended to *gencral lovelism and democratlo
turbulonce;" secondly, that of the rioh, of wen
of “wustere political prinocipies,’” which
tended to "mn altoratlon eof the Con-
stitution of our State and the subjec-
tion of the puoply to & rigid arlstoc-
racy.” The reason why theas parties aross jnst
at that time, sccording to this writer, was that
the populace thought that the moment hed
come when they could shake off thelr oblign.
tinne to the rioh without punishment, while the
rloh Judged from the countermanding of the
order to the troops thist the existiog laws were
no longer sufMclent for the protecilon of thalr
interests, The aititude which seems w have
boen taken gonerally by men of education and
proverty at this time In fodicated by a letter
from Theodore Bedgwick Lo Hufus HKing.
* Kvery msno of observation,” writes Bedgwick,
“lnoonyinced that the end of Governtent se-
ourlty cannob be attalned by the exurcise of prio-
ciplen founded on democratle equality, A war
is now aotually levied on the virtue, properiy
and distinetions in the community, aud, how-
avor there may be an eppearance of & tempo-
rary cessation of hostilities, yot the flame will
sgalnand again break out.” Henry HKnox, who
had been n hattor, bug was now a Majur-Generi
and an arlstoorst, took even & more downright
view of the matter. * The democracy.," le
wrote to King, who was then aitending the Fed-
eral Comventiou st Philadelipbia, * might be
managed, nay, it would remedy Itself, after be-
iog suflielently fermented; but the vile Biate
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Qovernmaenta ars sonrossof pollntion which will ! stroments were [rreconcilable, conld only be

contaminate the American name, perhaps for
ages. Machines that must produes (I, but
oannnt prodnes good: amite them in the

name of God and the people.” Another
fllustzation of the vlews of the aris-
tooratie faction s elted by Me. Harding

from & pamphist “by a native of Boston™
(Jonuthan anekson), publishied at Worceater In
1788, 1n this the anthor, after commenting on
the fact that “much has been lately sald of
aristocratieal mon and principles,” and that
greatnlarma hava besn founded thareon, naserts
that the greatest risk of the people is * thelr
proneness to s highly demooratical governmont,
mgnvernmantin which they would be djrected by
no rnle but Ahelrown will and eaprice, or the in.
terssted wishioa of a vary fow porsons,who affect
to speak the sentiments of the people.” *The
people Ih any numbers,”" he says In another
place, * cannot aven be trosted to appoint those
who ahsli manage for them, they are so liahle,
when together In large numbers, to be acted
upon and osjoled by thoss who, In every com-
munity, are upon the watch to decelve, and
notlve to galn authority to themselves for sin-
ister vlown." Henoce, he proposes a schemas for
political action through a complicated system
of Intermediate slsctors, On the other hand,
such uoltea-arintoorstie  views rescted to
ntrengthen democratio tendanolea In many who
414 not sympathize with the projecta for debi
repudintion which wera advoostsd by the
vopular party. Thuos an extremely intelligenc
womnn, the anthor of & history of the American
Revolation, Mre. Mercy Warren, wife of James
Warren of Plymontn, Speaker of the Massachu-
satts Honse of Represontatives in 1787-48, a wo-
man whose afMliatlons through her husband and
hisfrionds were with the demooratic faction. saw
In Bhays's revolt only "dlscontents artifivially
wrought up by men who wish for a more atrong
and splendid Government.” To the same effect
s & communication In the Boston Independant
Chromdele, ander date of Oct, 4, 1787: "4 num-
ber of men who have pretended tobe disgusted
At the Iate unhappy commotion,” aaserts the
writer, "secrotly rejolce atthe opportunity of
ontablinhing, uuder pretence of necessity, & ty-
rannical rule, In the room of, our free and happy
(Btate) Constitution. A certaln mnark by which
thess are distingnished s thelr repoated decla-
ration that the people have not virtue enough
o bear & free Government when, I(n
faot, nothing has taken place here but what
has happened im every form of movern-
mant yet establlshed in the world." Thus, by
the close of 1787, we find In Massachusetts a
demooracy Incensed at whas it conmiders the
oppresslons, actual and prospeciive, of the aris-
tooracy, fairly united In ita plans of political
action, and abundantly confident of its power
to decide all polftieal mattars whatsoaver, un-
alded by the advice of the voper classen. The
aristocratis slemant In the State had looked to
the Conventlon nt Phliadelphia for such a Fed-
eral Constitution as wonld enable I8 to maln-
taln that lanoy in s of government
whioch had of old been the lot of men of weaith
and sducation, but which of Iate had been serl-
ously threatened by the encroachments of the
Joalonndemocracy. Though {t did mot getall that
was desired at the bands of the Conventlon,
the Massanhusetts aristocracy found the new
Constitution, in the maln, scceptable. Just in
propertion, howevar, as it was welcomed by the
upper classes, it promised to prove nnacsept-
able to the populace. Under the Infloence of the
existing antagonism of soclal elements, what-
ever mot with the favor of the aristoeracy came
shortly to be regarded with suspicion by the
democracy: and, In the contest which ensusd
for ratifieatlon, the dread of fastening irre-
trievably upon themselves the power of the
ariatocracy, unguestlonably formed the chlef
factor in determining the greater portion of the
inhabitants of the State, especially thone of the
rural distrieta, to oppose resclutely the adop-
tion of the new aystem.

1n.

A copy of the Federal Constitatlon was re-
celved at Boston on Sapt, 28, 17TH7, and was
publisbed the next day In an extraof the Mama-
chusetts CenPinel. Witlin ten days thereafter
it had appeared In all the papers of Lhe Biate,
and varlous pemphlet editions were soon offered
for sale. Thus, in the course of a fow weoks,
thenew plan of Federal Government was made
accessible to all the reading citizens of the State,
and speerdlly became the chlef subject of publia
and private discussiou. The frst Impresaton
was gonerally favorable, Knox wrote on Oct. 3,
*The peopla of Hoston are eneaptored
with ft as it s, but would have liked it
#till better had It been higher toned:" on
the 7th, Oristopher Gore reported: ** The Federal
plan is well esteemed, and the adoption will be
ensy." About the same time James Solllvan
wrole: " [ flatter mysell It will meet with no
opposition In this Siate," The apparent pre-
pondorance of sentiment at first in favor of the
Constitntion Is partly ascribed by Mr. Harding
to the fact that the advorates of the plan came
torward more promptly than lts opponente. It
wia not long, however, belore such extravagant
expectationn ns Lthone entertalned by Sulllvan
were removed. In the contest which ensued
Elbridge (lorry, although he hal been ooe of the
disseatienta lo the I'blladelphia Convention,
noetos, lp the maln, to lhave kept In the back-
groupd; but, owlng to nla participation in
that body, oonsiderable weight attached
to his objections to the Constitution pube
lisied In lotters snd m pamphlet, and sum-
marized o areport to the Massachunretts Gen-
oral Court, & report which be Is sall to have
composed In New York, in concert with Rich-
ard Haury Leo, the arch-enemy of the proposed
system, and which the advocates of the Constl-
tutlon sdmii did considerable harm to thelr
cause. The fral asknult upon the Constitution
printed In Massachusettsa seems to Linve been
that which waa made In the Mumsachuse!ts
(Fagette of OcL 0. 1787, but, with each supcces-
wlve isaue of tha pross thereafter, the number of
anti-Federallst pleces incrensed. In the maln
the orlginal sriicles were the work of & com-
paratively few men living In or near Boa-

ton: Shese were Lhen copled In the pa-
pers of the Interlor, and, with artl-
clea elipped from papers outside the

Biats, formed the bulk of the antl-Federalist
literatare, It is diMioult to identify the authors,
but, in Mr. Harding's oplnion, varlous Indics-
tlons justify the bellef that James Warren,
Henjamin Austin, James Winthrop, and Samuel
Adams were the chlel persons concerned. It fa
noknowledred by the suthor of this essay that,
fu geuersl, the artlcles evince good temper,
literary aullity, and & falr amount of candor,
The people dwelling In the Interior of the State,
though they were malinly bostile to the new
plan of Fedaral Government, seem to bave made
only two contributions of conalderabie length to
the litorature direcied against the new system.

One of thene, sigued * Cornelius," appeared In
the Hamushire Chronicie of Dec. 11 and 18, 1787,
aud s glven in an sppendix to this book,
Mr. Hardlug does It but justice when he de-
soribes It an & Inlr-minded productlon. sl
higher praise must be given to the letters pub-
lished in the Massachusetts Centinel, under the
signature of “A Republican Federallst,” and
attributed to Jamos Warren, The amuthor of
theao letters contended that the proposed Con-
stitutlon violated the Instructions given to the
delegates sent by Massachusetts to the Fnile-
dolphin Conventlon, and was also s subversion,
not only of the compuct contained In the Arii-
olua of Confoderation, but of the State (Conven-
tion of Massachusetis, It Is certain that the

Massachusettsa Leghlature n  baoth of It
resolyes on  the wubject  suthorlzed fis
delegates to take part lo the Philadol-

phls Convention solely for the purpose of re-
vining the Articles of Confederation, aud of re-
portiog Lo Congress and the several legislnturen
such alterations wod provislons as shoulid, when
axreed Lo In Congress and confirmed by 1he
Hiate, render the Federal Counetitution ade-
gunte to the esluoncies of government, ILis
also certaln that the Articles of Confederation
themaalves provided that they should be per-
petual, snd that no alteration should be made
in them at any time, unless such slterstion
thiould have been agreed to by the Congress
of the United biates, and Lave Lesn after-

ward confirmed by the leglblainre of
every Niate. It s no less ceriain  that
tbe Hiate Constitution of Massschuseits,

adopted in 1780, which would be superseded by

amended, provided two-thirds of the qualified
volera prononnced, at a speaial slestion, In
favor of a revision, wherenpan they weares anb.
sequently invited to elect delegates for tha pur-
pose. So far, then, as the proposed Federal
Constitntion saperssded the Siate Conatitution
of Massachusetts, a ratiioation of 1t slmply by
» State Convention eonld not be binding on the
clt!zens of Lhe Btate, baing directly repugnant
to an oxisting covenant. ‘Thers were, in
fine, #n It was nsserted by the author
of these leiters, buk two safe courves
for the coming Eiate Convention to purs
sus, One was to adjourn untll  the
position of Virginia, the second great loader of
Amsrioan publie opinion, should be known; the
other waa to return the procesdings of the Fod.
eral Convention to the Legislatore, to be thence
remitted to Congress, there to be mmended and
resubmitted to the Hiates in a manner agree-
abls to the provislons of the Articles of
Confederation, The moceptance of the Con.
ntitgtion ms It stood, the * Republican Feder-
allst"™ cinimed, wonuld be, we repeat, a disso-
lution of the government of Massachusetts, &
violating of the compact eontained In the Stato
Conatitution, and henes, eould not bs binding
on the eltinens of the Biate. It is conoeded by
Mr., Harding that the argument sel forth
in these letters Is abla and Ingenions,
and at times, unanswerable on estrictly
constitntional grounds, Two other letters eon-
tributed to the Centinel under the slgnatnre of
“Hampden," in whom the author of this book
In Inclined to recognize James Sulllvan, pro-
posed & series of amendments Lo the new plan of
Federal government and advised that the Hiate
Conventlon should ratify only on condition that
the new Congress should, at the very outset, In
joint sesslon, voting by States, take into con.
nlderation the dmenta proposed by the
Siats Conventions, thoss in which any seven
Btates agroed, to be forthwith Incorparated Into
the Constitution. Bhould there be noneinwhich
seven Bintes agreed, then the Constitution
should remain as it waa,

i,

After anharpcontest In the Leczislature, where
amotlon was made to sabmit the Federal Con.
stitation to the people In thelr town meetingm,
which undoubledly would have rejected It by an
overwhelming vnte, & Btate Convention was
called and the towns ware Invited to send dele-
gates, Ineplte of the vital importance of the
question at {ssue, It appeara from the Journal of
the Convention that out of a ‘total of some 318
towns entitled to send delegates 46 refused or
failed to dowso. Of the delinguents, 81 were In
the District of Maine, and were, for the most
part, the more recently Incorporated town-
ships, where the pressnre of debt and
the ostruggle with the wilderness lim-
fted political Interest echiefly to the mlec-
tion of & Sheriff, Four of the remalning fifteen
were on the Cape, where the prevalling Interests
wore almost squally rermoved from the general
oprrent of politics. Notwithstanding the re-
sancea of foriy-six towns, the Convention
that sssembled at Boston, Jan. 0, 17688, was the
Iargost called In moy State to pass upon the
Federal Constitation, the namea of 304 dale-
gates belog returned to It, 308 of whom were
present when the final vote waa taken. Accord.
ing to the minutes of the proceedings kept by
Jeremy Helknap, it was the most complete rep-
resentation that ever waa made of the State
of Masaachusetts. On the Federalist a'de,
the leaders were men of ability and established
reputation, such ss Nathaniel Gorham. Caleb
Btrong. and Rufas King, all of whom had sat In
the Philadelpha Convention: ex-Gov. Rowdoln,
Gen. Heath, Gen, Lincoln, and the rising states-
men, Theodore Sedgwick, Theophilus Parsons,
" and Fishor Ames. Of those openly in opposition,
there was scarcely a member who could be com-
pared with these. Dr. Samuel Holten of Dan-
vers, who, wilh GGerry and Kiog. had, In 1785,
refuned to present the resolve of the Massachu-
petts Legialatore recommending a Federal Con-
vention, was almost the only exception. and he
was presont only a portion of the time. The
position which Gov. Hancock wonld eveotually
take was uncertaln, The old patriot, SBamuel
Adams, of whose secret opposition there can
now be nodoubt, was induced by various conald.
erations, Inclodine 1l Irad
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the rejection of the Oonstitution. The gee
graphioal distribution of the vote Is Interesting,
From the four sonst connties, Suffolk, Kasex,
Plymouth, and Harnstable, hanvy majorities ia
favor of the Cogstitution were cast In each in.
atance, the total vota from the four being 100
youn to 1P nays. Of the Nve countien, Middles.
nex, Brintol, Worcestor, Hampahire, and Herk«
shire, the reverss In trie, From thess coontles
strong majorities againet the Constitation ware
onaty the total being 40 yean to 120 nays. Tha
vole from the three Maine connties, York, Com.
berland, and Lincoln,was more evenly balanced,
the yeas numbering 25, the nayn £1. The ont-
Iying eounty of Dukes cast s two voles (n favar
of the Conatitution: o, too, the Cape Cod dis.
triat, so far as it was representad. went solidiy
for the Commtitution, with the exosption of the
one town of Sandwioh., With regard to the
reanlta, Johin Avery, Jr., wrote, under aate of
Feb. 11, 178R, to George Thataher, a delseatein
Congrass, that he was “'plensed, apon refiection,”
that the sdoption was by so slender n majorityy
firat, beeauss It wonld avert mneh groandiess
jealousy **Inthe minds of onr Southern brethe
ren;" If Massachusstts had been more united 14
might have been sald that her cliizenn expeoted
greater advantages from the “carrying teade™
and, secondiy, becanse ™ the slenderness of the
majority wonld convince Congress of the neces-
pity of agreeing to the proposed nmendment.”
Wers improper influences used to secire the
adoption of the Conatitution by the Massaohne
petts Convantlon? Mr. Harding sayn that he
would not connlder this unpleasant queetion,
ware b not for two elrounmatances. The first of
these Ia the publlcation by & Bostan paper dure
ing the nesalon of the Convantion of a direcs
charge that an attempt was belng mads to
bribe Antl-Federallat members of that body,
The text of this charge Is as follows: *The
most diabolieal plan Is on foot to corrupt the
members of the Convention who onpone
the adoption of ths new Constitntion,
Large sumn of money have bean hrought
from a nolehboring Btate for that puor-
pose, contributed by the wealthy. Tf so, fn I8
not probable thers may be collectlons for the
same aconrasd purposs nearer home?!' Tha
seocond ciroumatance referred to In the assartion
by a repurable historical writer within the last
twenty years, Henry B. Dawson, editor of the
old Hutor{cal Magazine, that “it Is very well
known-—Indesd, the sonand blographer of oneof
the great leaders of the Constitutionaliata in
New York bas frankly admitted to ne—thay
enough members of the Massachusstts Conven-
tion were bought with money from New York to
socure the ratifieation of the new system by
Massachunsetis.” An examioation of such evi-
dence as In now procurable leads Mr. Harding
to the conclusion that both of these ahinrges are
without foundation. He In far from denying
that there was politieal knavery enough and te
spare among men of the revoldtionary and
constitutional period. There was seifish dema-
gogy In abondance, shamelesa office sesking,
groes personal abuse In the press, jockeying
with the election laws, Intimidation, and ballot-
box stufing. In many particnlars, the une
scrupulous politiclan of to-day has merely
lmproved upon processes which were familinr
to popular leaders of a century ago. Never
tholeas, to all appearances, the motoal
bribery of the representatives of the peo-
ple with money was not a aln which can be
brought home to our fathors, Dawson's refer.
ence to **the son amnd blographer of one of the
great leaders of the Constitutionalists in New
York " seems to point to J. C. Hamlilton, the son
of Alexander Helnllton. In J, O, Hamilton's
“Life " of his father, however, thero seemato be
1o basis for such a chiarge as the one quoted. Mr,
Hard!ng deems It probable that the subwtance
of Dawson's assertinn—uonless, indeed, he had
in mind a personal commnuuication—is merely &
repetition of the ehargs contalned in the eariler
newapaper publications (in connestion with
which it is made), refnforced by a nebulona re-
membrance of some atatement made in Hamil-
ton's book which seemed to him to glve color to
the charge. This view {a rendered the mora
probable by the fact that both chafges referred
the source of corruption to “a nelghboring
State,” though, an we sbail ses presently, It was
Rhode Island that was meant thereby In one
tace, while New York Is expressly named (n the
other. It ia scarcely comceivabls that a second

tion by the Hoston mechanics, to refrain from
openly assailing the proposed Federnl rystem.
Oliver Phelps, who had served in the Commis-
sary Department during the war, aud had
grown rich as & merchant {n Berkehire county,
had beew elected to the Conventlon: but, be-
coming convinced, apparently, that opposition
would be unsuccessful afd unpopular, he had
resigned his seat befors the Conventlon met,
Nathan Dane, who, with Richard Henry Lee,
hiud taken the lead In Congress In the attempt
to mmend the Constitution before submitting It
to the Sintes, was mortitled on his return to
Mnssachusetts to ind all whom he had respecied
In favor of the new system; ho had, therefore,
held his peace. Elbridge Gerry, seemlingly, hiad
oot been a candidate, Cambridge, where he
lived, was so sirongly prejudiced that an elec-
tion seemed to him hopeless, ‘When the Con-
voution msasembled, however, on the motion of
the opponenta of the Constitution, a motion
which the friends of the new system dared not
oppase, he was Invited to take a place on the
floor W sunwer such questions as might be put
to him, but within & few dnys troublo arose be.
cause, unnaked, he offered certain Information;
s wrangle eusued which, for & time, threat.
oned wery serlous consequences, and, thence-
forth, Gerry stayed away from the Cop-
vention, Who, then. wero the anti.
Federallst leaders in the debate? A half doren
obacure men whose names are unknown, even to
most psudenta of this period. Willimm Widgerly
of New Gioucester, Me.. was one of thess,
Samuel Thompson of Topsbam, Me., was an-
other. A third determined enemy of the pro-
posed Constitution wos Samuel Nasson or Naron
of Sanford, Me. From Massachusetts proper
Dir. Jubin Taylor of Douglas, Worceater county,
was the moat consplouous of the auti-Federsl-
Ists, Another delegate from this part of the
Sitate who waa active In opposition was
Capt. Phanusl Blshop of Rehoboth, Hristol
county. Helknap styles him & noted Insur.
gent,'" and he seems to have ridden into
office on the areat of the Shaysite wave. To the
foregolug llst of anti.-Federalist leaders might
be added the name of Uharles Turoer of Soltu.
ate, Plymouth souoty, who, during the firet few
days of Lhe convention, was the sblest and most
dignified, as well an one of the most slnocers op-
ponenta of the new plan of Government, Soon
after the openlug of the session, however, he
was selzed with an lloces which confined him
to bis bed, thus removing him from the scene
of sotion at & eritleal eonjuncture; further-
more, his Iofluence was uitlmately sxerted and
Lis vole cast lo fuvor of the Constitution,

—

IV,

The evidence collected by Mr. Harding ron-
ders It certain that, had n vote besn taken ag
soon ma the Conventlon ssspmbled, 1t would
have been overwhelmingly against the propossd
Fedoral Government. Allve to thulr weakiness,
the Federallst loaders were wise enough to
adopt m copcillatory polloy which made thelr
ultimate trinvmph porsible. This polic, led
sotne of thelr opponents at least 10 give them
a candid hearing, and, that bearing opve
obialved, the superior sloguence of the Fed-
crnlisty, ocoupled with the famous * congills-
tory proposition lotroduced by Gov, Hau-
cock, ultimately secured enovugh converts to
chunge the balance of opinion and bro-
duce s mnlority ln Iavor of raufloation, [u js
wull known that Hancock's proposition was
that the Convention should raufy the Fedural
Canstititlon unconditiunally, but that the ratl-
fuathin should be scvompanied with an earneat
recommendation Lthat the proper nlops sbould
be lmmedistely taken to add nine wpecified
smendimsnts to the originel text, When the
motlon Lo ratify was Aoslly put, It was carrled
by the close vole of 187 to 108, 1t will be nown
thut the majority was only 19,2 Nine delegates
whose usmes had been returned to the Conven.
ton, but who were not present when the vole
was tuken, might have reduced the majority 1o
ten, Hearing In wind that It was malnly

the auti-Fedorallst towns (hat were un-
represeted, Mr. Harding woinks it may
b aafely saserted that, out of the forty.
six delinguont cornurations, there wure anough

prosured

shyg Federal Constitution whenever Lthe two in- | which were sask-Federaliss 1o haye

and independ stream of corraption should
have existed, and yet have remained absolutely
unnoticed by persons contemporary with the oce
currences. Mr. Harding goea on Lo show thas
at the opening of the next session, after the
publleatlon of the bribery and corrup-
tlon article above quoted, & demand was
mnde In the Convention by Bowdoin
and other Federallsts for an {nvestigation
of the charges contalped thersin. Agalnss the
protests of Antl-Federalist leaders—protests
which of themselves raised the presumption of
falsity agalnst the charge—a commities was
appaointed to Inquire Into the matter. Inspile
of the refusal of the printers to glve the name
of thelr informant, he ultimately proved 1o be
one Col. Willlam Donnison, who, In & card over
his own slgnature, confessed that the only
grounds he had for his asssertion were,
firat, the statement of one citizen to another,
which he had overheard, that s plun was
*on foot to slience Mr, Nngson," and, secondlr,
mnother statement by " acredible person thas
he was told at Providence, about a weak before,
by a reputable gentleman there, that a bag of
money had been ment down to Rostun to gules

the members of the Convention * . yposition te
e new Constitatlon,” After ihe publication
of this charge, not even the most rabid Antl-
Foderallat ventured to repeat the charge, 18
wan universally folt to be absolutely baseless.
Even after the adoption of the Constitutinn
by the Con¥ention, some traces of antl-Federals
fsm are Lo be found |n the action of tie Massss
chumsetlts General Court. which assembled ad
Hostun toward the close of February, 1788,
Giov. Hancock, In his address, had not hesitated
to give that praise to the new Fedorsl system
which, in the previeus October, he had nos
deemied 1t “within the duties of his offiea® 12
necord: and of the Conventioh itself he sayes
“1 belleve there wan nevers v ol man ase
sembled with greater pnrity of intentlon or
higher zeal for the poblie interest.” This
praise, th of the measure and of the mea
ratifying It, wan echoed In the repiy as nrigls
nally framed, but Phannel Blslinp took excoeps
tlon to It snd had the support of & waalor-

ftr of the members of the House he
mntter was wettled by a vote Lhat the
roply. an_ reported by he committera

of the two houses, and as vo by the Senats

shonld be referred to & comwittes inatructed 12
report " such amendments thereto as that the
sald address, when passed, may not contnin any
apin‘on of the Legislators opon the mearite of
the (' natitution."” In one other way the Anti-
Fedornlint %‘omlmtnu of the Massachussiis
House of Hepressntatives were manifested,
That Lody refused to sanation the publieatan nf
the mildress to the people in which the Convens
tlon had undertaken to answer theohjectinne 1o
the Frderal Conatitution, and, -mnu‘!inz!r- the
nddress wan never published, though the munue
script of It has been preserved,

There 1a no doubt that the ratifoation of the
proposed Federal Constitution by Massseli«
Belts was the turning polnt in the oontest, atd
unuuqumu{ well deseryes Lhe axhanstive sty
which Mr, Harding has given it. Nat only hal
that Stnle Influence enough to declde mn 7y
States which befora had been wavering, ot sl e
hind, by her “eooniliatory proponition,' polnted
out wn‘ by whioh the Constitution mignt e
saved, while, at the same time, would be by -
ated the dangers which, ma many conceived,
would result from unconditlonal aceeptan e
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Teaching Sallors on Laund,

New Lospow, Conn., Oct, 20, —Capt. Howard
Fish of Giroton, oue of the oldest skippers (n 118
New York yacht fleet, has returned from New
York for the winter. lle has consideral « to say
&t the rooms of the Jibboom Club Lire cons
corning the merits of the now department of
seawiauship whioh the New York Nautieal Cols
logo Is mbout to open mnd (s soon to Invi'e
yachtsmen and sallormen all along the cosed
to | t. New | yacht Caplaine nie
lloonm!l.uu! Interoated, far (o this department 1§
s expealed many of the men who own 1he
yRolls which the New Londvoers sall will 1a
educated In the techoical parts of a ks 008
digies e wall a8 Ih unvigation, Capt. Fi-l ros
l.mru that & unigue and complete collvction of
:T"” working models of vessels, rabgiig 10000
; v cathoat Lo Lhe square rig, s riguing 1o1®
sand and steatn power eaatans. anl nl soets f
merine appuratun, have be ovided by the
college, odveln of nll the vessels wors made Ly
anrl'.- st Polllon's yard, two months Laving

wen devoted Lo the work. The innets of (leee
orafl are elght feot tall wnd of o maxe toafford
trainiog in andilog sil soris of rige, AL precs
el Lhie metubers of the Jibboom Clab, wiivh is
cnmposed ll‘ll|n|}’ of sea Capinines, are debnting
the claim made for the collegn Liat & thoroikh
curriciluie of theorsiical seamaiiship will Le
1 by it ol shiore, in & warm room and e
Alevel flow. Many of the Capisiis question
ainti Is Jush s practicatile to (each the bate

neof eralt s well under such plearsut cote

%ﬂ:.i‘udw- sumbling dn:ok.;:mwm
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